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TO:  THE  CHAlilllVN  aiid  l^dBERS  OF  THE 


BEDiORD  RUmL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Chairnan,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District  for  the  year  1973*  The 
need  to  present  it  to  the  Council  before  the  1st  iVpril  prevents  the 
inclusion  of  certain  useful  and  important  features,  such  as  Vital 
Statistics,  the  tabular  statements  of  Causes  of  Death  and  the  Chemical 
ilnalysis  of  the  ifater  Supplies.  There  is,  fortunately,  no  reason  to 
think  that  the  1973  Vital  Statistics  will  have  ceased  to  compere 
favourably  with  those  of  England  and  Ifoles  and  it  is  virtually  certain 
that  the  familiar  pattern  and  characteristic  groupings  of  the  table  of 
Causes  of  Death  will  not  have  changed.  With  regard  to  Chemical  Analysis 
of  Water  Supplies  the  information  set  out  in  the  1972  Annual  Report, 
which  dealt  with  the  year  ended  31st  March  1973  is  still  relevant. 

It  is  timely  to  mention  once  more  the  Health  and  Social 
Services  provided  by  the  County  Council,  and  to  say  again  that  these, 
together  with  those  of  the  District  Councils,  provide  a broad  base  of 
operations  for  the  prevention  of  illness  and  the  maintenance  and  promotion 
of  health.  On  the  1st  April  1974  a new  Trea  Health  Authority  will  assume 
responsibility  of  all  National  Health  Services  in  the  whole  of  Bedfordshire. 
It  is  comforting  to  know  that  when  this  takes  place  the  base  will  still 
exist  and  v/ill,  in  fact,  be  broadened.  There  are  statutory  provisions  to 
secure  this  and  they  will  facilitate  collaboration  and  co-operation,  as 
will  the  appointment  by  District  Councils  of  the  District  Comunity 
Physician  as  their  “proper  officer". 

In  conclusion,  I express  my  deep  gratitude  to  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  the  consideration  they  have  always  shorn  me.  I wish  also  to 
thanlc  the  Chief  Officers  and  staff  for  their  ready  co-operation  and 
unfailing  courtesy. 

I remain. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


W,C.V,  BROTHWOOD 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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BEDFORD  RUR/'.L  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


N N U A 

L 

REPORT 

OF 

THE 

MEDICAL 

OFFICER 

OF  HKILTH 

AND  OF 

THE 

PUBLIC 

HEILTH 

INSPECTOR 

FOR 

1973 

ENVIRONI-iENTAL  HEALTH 


(a)  Sunmarv  of  Inspections  of  the  Area 

The  following  list  gives  the  statistics  relative  to  the 
Inspections  of  the  area:- 


Number  of  inspections  made  daring  the  year  ... 

Visits  to  houses  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Visits  to  other  premises  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Visits  to  houses  under  the  Housing  Acts 
Infectious  disease  and  food  poisoning  investigations 
Visits  to  food  premises  ...  ... 

Inspections  of  slaughterhouses  ... 

Inspections  of  knacker’s  yard  ... 

Inspections  of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs 
Factory  inspections  ...  . • • 

Visits  to  caravan  sites  ...  ... 

Smoke  abatement  ...  ...  ... 

Inspections  of  licensed  premises  ... 

Visits  in  connection  with  the  Rent  Act  1957 
Inspections  in  connection  with  the  Prevention  of  Damage 

by  Pests  Act  1949 
Offices  and  Shops  ...  ...  ...  . 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  & Welfare)  Act  . 

Noise  abatement  ...  ...  ...  . 

Inspections  of  Houses  under  Public  Health  Act  1936 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ... 

Defects  prejudicial  to  health  or  a nuisance 
Defective  or  blocked  drains  ... 

Overflowing  or  leaking  cesspools  ... 

Defective  or  insanitary  closet  accormiodation 
Filthy  or  verminous  promises  ... 

Sundry  Visits  ...  ...  ... 

Inspections  of  other  premises  and  places  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  1936 


5111 

300 

272 

1733 

30 

171 

25 

8 

271 

13 

89 

21 

55 

NIL 

2092 

32 

21 

15 


11 

30 

98 

29 

16 

14 

102 


Refuse  Tips  ...  ...  ...  . . 

Ditches  and  streams  ...  ... 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  .. 

Places  of  public  entertainments  (Village  Halls) 
V/ater  Samples  ...  ...  ... 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ... 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ... 

Sundry  nuisances  ...  ...  ... 

Swimming  Pools  ...  ... 


• • 

• 9 

• • 
• • 

• • 
• • 

• • 


Summary  of  matters  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health 

Act  1986 


28 

85 

4 

7 

65 

12 

9 

61 

1 


Informal  Notices  served  c... 
Informal  Notices  complied  with 
Statutory  Notices  served  ... 
Statutory  Notices  complied  vn.th 


o • • 

• • • 


• • • 
9 9 9 


90 

14 

1 

NIL 


EWIROHMEI'ITAL  I-IEALTH  continued 


(b)  Drains );e  and  Sewerage 

The  post-war  years  have  seen  a massive  continuous  sewerage 
programme  v/nich,  in  spite  of  various  hold-ups  and  set-backs 
arising  from  a series  of  national  economic  crises,  has  resulted 
in  all  the  main  areas  of  population  within  the  district  now 
being  served  by  sewerage  systems*  The  sewerage  programme  has 
benefitted  considerably  in  recent  years  from  the  technical 
expertise  of  the  Council’s  Engineers  which  has  resulted  in  more 
effective  types  of  treatment  plant  being  designed  and  installed* 
The  few  relatively  small  areas  not  yet  served  by  adequate 
sewerage  systems  have  been  placed  in  a programme  but  once  again 
it  looks  as  though  another  financial  crisis  will  cause  further 
delays*  Responsibility  for  sewage  disposal  passes  to  the 
Regional  Water  Authority  after  the  1st  April  1974  where  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  this  outstanding  programme  of  sewerage  will 
still  remain  a priority  as  pollution  problems  still  exist  in  the 
watercourses  of  these  unsewered  villages* 

The  remote  isolated  dwelling will  still  be  obliged  to  rely 
on  septic  tank  and  cesspool  installations  but  there  are  encourag- 
ing signs  that  small  clusters  of  six  or  more  dwellings  may  well 
be  served  by  soaled  down  treatment  plants  in  the  future, 

(c ) Rivers  and  Streams 


Pollution  problems  still  exist  in  watercourses  in  the 
district  particularly  in  the  unsewered  villages* 

The  population  growth  in  the  district  has  resulted  in 
several  sewage  treatment  plants  reaching  overloaded  conditions 
which  has  necessitated  a temporary  embargo  on  further  development 
in  these  areas  in  order  that  a reasonable  standard  of  effluent 
discharge  to  the  watercourses  can  be  maintained  until  the  plants 
can  be  upgraded  to  take  an  additional  load, 

(d)  Public  Cleans in? 

The  cleansing  service  has  gradually  evolved  over  the  years 
until  today  each  household  is  served  by  a weekly  collection  of 
refuse  in  paper  sacks.  This  paper  sack  system  has  produced  great 
benefits  to  the  householder,  to  the  Council  and  to  the  employees 
engaged  on  refuse  collection  work*  These  employees  have  responded 
by  their  loyalty  and  devotion  in  helping  to  provide  the  present 
first-class  service* 

The  acquisition  by  the  Council  of  land  at  Bromham  some  years 
ago  to  provide  centralised  refuse  disposal  facilities  enabled 
controlled  tipping  to  be  put  into  practice  and  secured  the  closure 
of  several  unsatisfactory  tips  previously  in  use.  The  results  of 
effective  controlled  tipping  are  now  becoming  apparent  as  the 
present  tip  is  coming  to  the  end  of  its  life  and  the  land  restored 
for  other  useful  purposes, 

(e)  Smoke  Abatement 


Indiscriminate  burning  of  material  on  a private  refuse  tip 
caused  serious  smoke  nuisances  to  the  residents  of  the  nearby  village 
on  a number  of  occasions  and  resulted  in  legal  proceedings  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  and  an  Order  being  made  by  the 
I-Iagistrates  prohibiting  the  recurrence  of  the  nuisance  and  requiring 
controlled  tipping  and  other  appropriate  measures  to  be  carried  out. 

The  brickworks  both  v/ithin  and  without  the  district  have  been 
a constant  factor  over  the  years  in  relation  to  atmospheric  pollut- 
ion* Although  these  works  come  under  the  control  of  the  AllcaH  and 
Glean  Air  Inspectorate  local  authorities  have  carried  out  regular 
monitoring  of  tbe  sulphur  dioxide  emissions  in  the  area  as  part  of 
the  National  Air  Pollution  Survey,  A more  detailed  survey  of  the 
problem  was  undertaken  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in 

continued/1960 


EWmONMEI'n'AL  HEALTH  continued 


(q)  Smoke  Abatement  continued 

i960  and  a further  study  is  to  be  undertaken  shortly  in  association 
with  the  Medical  Research  Council, 

Although  the  characteristic  smell  of  the  emissions  from  the 
brickwork  chimneys  undoubtedly  draws  special  attention  to  them  it 
is  desirable  that  the  effects  of  all  the  emissions  are  evaluated, 

(f ) Caravan  Sites 

The  introduction  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Develop- 
ment Act  i960  provided  a more  effective  control  of  caravan  sites 
by  introducing  a licensing  system  to  regulate  the  operation  of  these 
sites.  The  Act  also  permitted  the  phasing  out  of  the  more  unsatis- 
factory sites  and  gave  positive  powers  for  dealing  vdth  unauthorised 
caravans. 

The  operators  of  the  large  residential  sites  have  all  pursued 
a policy  of  continuous  improvement  both  with  regard  to  the  sites 
and  facilities  and  to  the  quality  and  types  of  caravans  located  at 
the  sites.  Approximately  500  residential  cajravans  are  in  use  in 
the  district  and  the  demand  for  this  type  of  accommodation  does  not 
appear  to  diminish. 

There  is  also  a growing  demand  for  sites  for  caravans  used 
solely  for  leisure  and  recreation.  These  sites  are  being  located 
mainly  adjacent  to  the  river  Ouse  at  various  points  within  the 
district  and  are  controlled  in  the  same  manner  as  the  residential 
sites. 


The  need  for  permanent  gypsy  sites  is  still  very  obvious  in 
the  district.  Although  rudimentary  facilities  for  sanitary  and 
refuse  disposal  have  been  provided  at  certain  temporary  resting 
places  the  caravan  dwellers  frequenting  these  sites  are  clearly  in 
need  of  more  satisfactory  permnent  facilities. 

Number  of  residential  sites  with  more  than  three  vans  ...  6 

Number  of  individual  residential  sites  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  recreational  sites  ...  ...  ...  6 

(g)  Rats  & Mice  - Prevention  of  Damage  bv  Pests  Act  1949 


The  Council  employ  one  Rodent  Officer  who  is  responsible  for 
the  survey  of  the  area  and  for  treatment  of  domestic  premises  in 
which  rats  and  mice  are  found.  The  treatment  of  domestic  premises 
is  carried  out  as  a free  service. 


Agricultural  land  and  premises  are  also  surveyed  to  ensure 
that  the  occupiers  are  fulfilling  their  obligations  under  the  Act, 


the 


(A) 


(3) 


The  following  table  gives  details 
end  of  the  year:- 


of  the  work  undertaken  by 


Type  of  Itrooertv 
Non  Agricultural  tAgrricultural 


(G) 


Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notifi- 
cation ...  ...  ..9 

Number  infested  by  (I)  Rats 

(2)  Mice 

Revisits  to  premises  under  (A) 
Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  reasons  other 
than  notification  ,., 

Number  infested  by  (I)  Rats 

(2)  Mice 

Revisits  to  premises  under  (B) 
Visits  to  premises  for  other  pests 


436 

3 

326 

4 

113 

NIL 

882 

8 

180 

69 

119 

23 

6 

3 

398 

34 

82 

NIL 
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EiWIROMIvlENTAL  HEALTH  continued 


(h)  Swindling  Pools 

One  swirnining  pool  is  in  use  in  the  area.  The  pool  is  privately 
owned  but  members  of  the  public  are  admitted  et  certain  times  of  the 
week,  A satisfactory  standard  has  been  maintained  in  the  pool. 

(i)  Noise 

The  flying  activities  associated  with  the  use  of  the  airfield 
at  the  Royal  Aeronautical  Establishment  at  Thurleigh  still  provide 
the  major  noise  source  affecting  the  population  in  the  district,  A 
possible  reduction  in  the  number  of  movements  of  civil  jet  airliners 
on  training  flights  could  give  some  marginal  relief  to  the  affected 
residents  in  the  vicinity  of  the  airfield  but  it  is  likely  the 
continuing  evening  training  flights  by  these  aircraft  vdll  still 
provide  the  major  cause  for  complaint, 

(j ) Farms 

Routine  inspections  of  sanitary  accommodation  for  farmworkers 
have  been  made  at  agricultural  units  and  permanent  facilities  improved 
where  necessary. 

Number  of  visits  to  agricultural  units  ,,.  ...  21 

2,  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(a)  1‘feat  Inspection 

Number  of  slaughterhouses  licensed  ...  3 

Number  of  knacker’s  yards  licensed  ...  1 

Slaughtering  is  mainly  concentrated  at  one  private  slaughter- 
house with  two  other  small  slaughterhouses  merely  being  used  on  a 
limited  scale  to  supply  the  individual  needs  of  the  retail  butcher 
operator  in  each  case. 

The  main  slaughterhouse  has  been  v/orking  to  the  limit  of  its 
present  facilities  for  some  time  end  this  has  resulted  in  the  break- 
down of  the  private  sewage  disposal  system  on  several  occasions.  The 
operator  is  proposing  to  build  a new  slaughterhouse  the  drainage  from 
which  would  discharge,  after  suitable  pre-treatment,  into  the 
Council’s  new  sewerage  system.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  present 
slaughterhouse  drainage  problems  will  be  overcome  by  installing  the 
pre- treatment  plant  in  advance  to  enable  the  present  slaughterhouse 
effluent  to  be  discharged  to  the  sexier. 

The  employment  of  a full-time  Meat  Inspector  at  the  slaughter- 
house has  been  beneficial  both  in  helping  to  secure  compliance  by 
the  operator  with  the  relevant  regulations  and  also  in  providing  a 
continuous  inspection  service  during  the  houjrs  of  slaughter. 

All  the  meat  and  offal  which  was  found  to  be  unfit  during  the 
year  was  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Meat 
(sterilisation)  Regulations, 


Number  of  animals  inspected  ...  . . . 

Number  of  visits  made  for  meat  inspection 
Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  rejected  .., 


26132 

271 

43533  lbs. 
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PJSPECTICN  AND  SUPERVISION  CF  FOOD  continued 


(a)  Meat  Inspection  continued 


C/dlCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  /xND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


1 

Cattle 

excld. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

1 

Total  i 

Number  killed  and  inspected  

1558 

251 

169 

7177 

16977 

26132  1 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cystic erci 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

4 

6 

12 

41 

. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

218 

169 

10 

1119 

5720 

( 

i 

7236  I 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

14.2 

69.7 

5.9 

15.7 

34.00 

i 

1 

28,00 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

3 

1 

1 

i 

i 

3 1 

Carcases  of  whicn  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

391 

i 

392  ! 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  by  tuberculosis  .....o.. 

.06 

- 

- 

2.3 

1 

1.5  i 

Cysticerosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

25 

I 

] 

25  I 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  

25 

— 

25  i 

Generalised  and  total  condemned  ... 

- 

- 

i 

i 

(b)  Poultry  Inspection 


One  small  poultry  slaughterhouse  is  operating  within  the 
district  providing  about  200  uneviscerated  carcases  per  week  for 
sale  outside  the  district#  The  slaughter  of  turkeys  is  also 
carried  out  at  another  establishment  during  the  period  prior  to 
Christmas. 

(c)  Milk  Supply 

Routine  control  by  bacteriological  and  chemical  samplings  of 
milk  and  also  the  supervision  of  milk  processing  plants  is  carried 
out  by  the  County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

(d)  Food  Premises 

The  trend  in  recent  years  for  the  rural  population  to  turn  to 
the  shopping  areas  in  Bedford  which  has  contributed  towards  the 
causes  for  closure  of  some  of  the  village  stores  and  butchers’  shops, 
seems  to  be  slowing  down.  The  development  of  out  of  town  shopping 
areas,  wiiich  obviate  the  need  for  rural  shoppers  having  to  cope  with 
the  urban  parking  problems,  could  reverse  this  trend.  The  village 
stores  are  also  tending  to  be  converted  into  mini-supermarkets  to 
meet  present  day  needs. 

Mobile  food  traders  also  help  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  rural 
areas  without  shops  and  the  appropriate  food  hygiene  regulations 
have  to  be  applied  to  these  units  whenever  they  are  found  to  be 
plying  in  the  district.  It  is  . rogrotable,  however,  that  there  are 
still  no  powers  to  require  these  traders  to  notify  the  Council  of . 
their  existence. 
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INSPECTION  AMD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  continued 


(d)  Food  Premises  continued 

Home  Freezers  are  also  extremely  useful  to  people  living  in 
isolated  areas*  There  is  already  one  freezer  food  centre  and  also 
a frozen  food  speciality  manufacturer  operating  within  the  district 
and  further  expansion  in  this  field  is  a possibility  in  the  future. 

Several  licensed  premises  have  closed  in  the  past  few  years  as 
the  breweries  were  not  prepared  to  upgrade  these  establishments  as 
they  were  not  viable  economic  units.  The  remaining  public  houses 
maintain  a reasonable  standard.  Many  of  these  establishments  now 
offer  full  meal  or  snack  catering  and  a careful  watch  has  to  be 
maintained  over  the  food  preparation  rooms  used  for  these  activities. 

Routine  visits  to  food  premises  during  the  year  have  revealed  a 
generally  satisfactory  standard  in  relation  to  hygiene  and  food 
handling  but  it  was  necessary  to  prosecute  one  retail  food  trader 
for  contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  which  resulted  in 
a total  of  £75  in  fines  for  the  offences. 

Hospitals  under  National  Health  Service  control  are  immune  from 
local  authority  control  in  relation  to  food  hygiene  but  a Ministry 
Circular  has  suggested  that  the  Hospital  Boards  should  invite  local 
authority  Public  Health  staff  to  give  advice  on  these  matters.  The 
two  hospitals  within  the  district  gave  such  invitations  to  our  staff 
and  have  now  received  preliminary  visits.  It  is  hoped  to  continue 
visiting  both  establishments  as  part  of  the  routine  work  of  the 
department  in  the  future, 

170  lbs.  of  unsound  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the 
Department  together  with  86 lbs.  of  ice  cream  which  had  been  affected 
by  refrigerator  failure,  A complaint  that  bovine  hairs  had  been 
found  in  a pre-packed  portion  of  minced  beef  resulted  in  tiie 
packer-wholesaler  being  fined  £50  at  the  legal  proceedings. 

Food  Premises  in  the  area:- 


Type 

Number 

Grocery  8c  General  Stores  

81 

Butchers  

9 

Restaurants,  Cafes  & Canteens 

23 

Gr e engr oc  ery 

5 

Sweet  Confectionery 

8 

Wet/Fried  Fish  Shops  

2 

Bakehouses  .*.... 

3 

1 Ice  Cream  Retailers  

94 

I Licensed  Premises  

107 

Slaughterhouses  

3 

Poultry  Slaughterhouses  

2 

Food  Preparation  

3 

Egg  packing 

1 Wholesalers  

^ i 

(e ) Premises  Registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act 


Ice  Cream  Retailers  94 

Sausage  and/or  Meat  Product  Manufacturers  8 
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3. 


The  occupier  of  every  knacker’s  yard  is  required  to  submit  an 
annual  return  showing  the  total  number  of  horses  slaughtered,  the 
place  at  which  they  were  slaughtered^  and  the  total  number  of 
horses  received  during  that  year.  There  is  one  knacker’s  yard  in 
the  area. 


Knacker’s  lard  occupier  

Address  of  Licensed  Knacker's  Yard  .... 

Number  of  Horses  slaughtered  at 

Knacker’s  Yard  

Number  of  horses  slaughtered  on  Farms  • 

Number  of  carcases  of  Horses  received  • 

Total  number  of  horses  slaughtered  and 
carcases  received  


Ghettle  & Sons  Ltd. 
Goosey  Lodge,  Wyraington. 

NIL 

12 

35 

47 


4.  HOUSDIG 


A detailed  survey  of  the  older  types  of  houses  is  being 
carried  out  to  obtain  information  relating  to  the  age  and  con- 
dition of  these  premises.  This  survey,  when  completed  should 
provide  valuable  information  to  help  the  District  Council 
formulate  its  future  housing  policy.  The  survey  is  also  proving 
useful  in  revealing  other  problems  viithin  the  district  particu- 
larly relating  to  water  supplies. 

The  survey  carried  out  so  far  is  confirming  that  the 
improvement  of  dwellings  is  going  to  be  a much  greater  task 
than  the  clearance  of  unfit  dwellings. 

The  decision  of  the  Council  to  acquire  most  of  the 
properties  on  the  east  side  of  High  Street,  Elstow  should  result 
in  a vrorthwhile  scheme  of  restoration  and  conservation  being 
carried  out  to  these  properties  all  of  which  are  on  the  statutory 
list  of  buildings  of  architectural  or  historic  importance  and 
form  the  backcloth  to  the  other  historic  associations  in  the 
village. 

The  Council  amended  its  policy  for  the  approval  of  improve- 
ment grant  applications  during  the  year  to  prohibit  the  making  of 
grants  for  second  homes  and  for  schemes  of  conversion  or  improve- 
ment which  are  undertaken  as  speculative  ventures.  This  decision 
was  taken  having  regard  to  an  increasing  number  of  grant  appli- 
cations for  schemes  of  a speculative  nature  and  also  on  advice 
from  the  Department  of  the  Environment  that  local  authorities  may 
wish  to  consider  such  a course  of  action  in  anticipation  of 
enabling  legislation  which  would  implement  similar  proposals  set 
out  in  the  White  Paper  "Better  houses  - the  next  priorities". 

Action  was  taken  to  secure  the  closure  of  8 unfit  dwellings 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  and  7 families  were 
re-housed  by  the  Council  from  these  dwellings. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 

Number  of  Houses  erected  by  private 
enterprise  during  the  year 

Number  of  conversions  and  adaptations 
completed  by  private  enterprise  .. 

Number  of  conversions  and  adaptations 
completed  by  the  Council  ...  ,. 

Number  of  units  erected  by  the  Council 


13,667 

217 

4 

NIL 

29 
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HOUSING  continued 


DISPECTIONS  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT  1957 

Housing  Survey  Visits  ...  ...  ...  1250 

Number  of  inspections  of  unfit  houses  18 

REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEiiR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FOBML 
NOTICES 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  .••  ...  NIL 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  PC'VJERS  DURING  THE  YEAR 


A,  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act  1957:- 

1,  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  NIL 

2*  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice 

(a)  by  owners  ...  •••  NIL 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  ...  .••  NIL 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  NIL 

C,  Proceedings  under  Section  16  and  17  of  the 
Housing  Act  1957:- 

1,  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  • . • 8 

2,  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  15 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act 

1957  to  secure  closure  of  part  of  a building  NIL 

Ee  Proceedings  under  Section  16  and  17  of  the 
Housing  Act  1957  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  .•»  ...  8 

HOUSING  ACTS  19A9  - 1969.  II4PR0VEiENT  GR/dlTS 

Discretionary  Grants 


Number  of  inspections  . • . 204 
Applications  approved  71 
Number  of  houses  concerned  ...  ...  76 
Applications  refused  ...  oe.  2 
Applications  withdrawi  ...  .»•  1 
Improvements  completed  ..9  o.o  70 


New  units  of  accommodation  provided  .oo  4 


Standard  Grants 


Number  of  inspections 

• • • 

• O 0 

55 

Applications  approved 

• • 0 

0 0 0 

25 

Number  of  houses  concerned 

• 0 • 

0 • 0 

31 

Applications  refused 

• 0 0 

0 0 0 

NIL 

Applications  withdrawn 

0 0* 

0 O 0 

NIL 

Lmprovements  completed 

0 0 0 

0 O 0 

28 
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HOUSING  continued 


5. 


HOUSING  ACTS  19A9  - 19  69.  D^PROVEMElNtT  GRANTS  continued 


G ompul 3 or  V Improvement  s 

Number  of  representations  made  by  tenants  ... 
Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  .« 
Number  of  immediate  improvement  notices  served 
Number  of  dwellings  improved  ...  •• 

Qualification  Certificates 

Number  of  applications  received  ...  .. 
Number  of  Certificates  issued  ...  .. 
Number  of  Provisional  Certificates  issued  «. 
Number  of  Visits  ...  ...  •• 


NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 


6 

7 
1 

8 


OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 


Routine  visits  to  offices  and  shops  revealed  a total  of  45 
contraventions  of  the  provisions  relating  to  these  premises. 
These  contraventions  were  mainly  of  a minor  nature  and  were 
remedied  by  informal  action. 


BEGISTRi^^TION  AND  GENER/Jb  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of 
Premises 
Registered 
during  the 
year 

Total  number 
of  Registered 
Premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
Registered 
Premises 
receiving 
general  in- 
spection 
during  the 
year 

Offices  

2 

37 

2 

Retail  Shops  

3 

60 

14 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  . . 

1 

3 

2 

Catering  Establishments  open 

I 

to  the  public,  canteens 

15 

2 

Fuel  Storage  depots  

i 

1 

Number  of  visits  to  Registered  Premises  •••  32 


Al'UiLYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

BY  VJORIffLACE 


Number  of 

Class  of  Workplace 

persons 

employed 

Offices  . . . . 

• • • » 

• 9 9 

999 

653 

Retail  Shops  ... 

• 0 0 

9 9 9 

• 9 9 

154 

Wnclesale  departments. 

warehouses 

• 9 • 

0 9 9 

34 

Catering  establishments 

open  to  the 

public 

9 9 0 

76 

Canteens  ... 

• • 9 

• 9 9 

999 

43 

Fiel  storage  depots 

• • 9 

999 

9 9 9 

6 

TOTAL 

0 9 9 

966 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

MALES 

609 

1 

TOTAL 

FEMILES 

357 

No  exemption  for  covering  working  space,  room  temperatures, 
sanitary  conveniences  or  washing  facilities  was  granted. 


Number  of  prosecutions  instituted 
Number  of  Inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52 (l) 
or  (5)  of  the  Act  ...  ...  ... 


NIL 
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PREVALEMGE  AMD  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISUSE 


^ilch  is  achieved  in  the  prevention  of  infectious  disease  by 
immunisation*  Diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis 
are  dealt  with  in  the  first  year  of  life  and  necessary  re-inf or cement 
doses  are  given  at  about  five  years  of  age.  Immunisation  against 
measles  takes  place  in  the  second  year  of  life.  Consideration  is 
being  given  to  the  feasibility  of  immunising  at  the  age  of  five  years 
those  who  missed  vaccination  earlier. 

Vaccination  against  rubella  is  offered  as  a routine  to  girls 
reaching  their  twelfth  year  and  there  are  arrangements^  with  prescribed 
safeguards,  for  the  vaccination  of  women  of  child-bearing  age, 

B.C.G,  vaccination  is  offered,  where  appropriate,  to  children  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  years. 

There  are  also  certain  activities  of  officers  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  which  are  important  in  the  prevention  and  control  of 
infectious  diseases.  They  are  most  readily  recognisable  in  outbreaks 
of  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  and  the  rigid  surveillance  of  persons  return- 
ing from  abroad  who  have  been  in  contact  with  infectious  diseases, 
expecially  typhoid  and  cholera. 

The  table  belov/  sets  out  the  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
received.  There  is  a continued  absence  of  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis 
and  there  were  only  tiiree  cases  of  food  poisoning.  Such  fact  is  a 
clear  indication  of  the  efficiency  of  the  public  health  measures  taken. 
Measles  again  showed  its  capricious  nature.  There  were  50  cases  com- 
pared with  15  in  1972  and  149  in  1971,  The  notification  of  a case  of 
malaria  is  significant.  The  disease  was  contracted  abroad.  In  the 
country  as  a whole  there  is  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
such  cases. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 


Disease 

I 

o 

5-14 

15  and 
over 

Age 

unknown 

Total 

Measles  

22 

26 

1 

1 

50 

Scarlet  fever  

- 

3 

1 

- 

4 

Food  poisoning  

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

Whooping  c ough 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Infective  Jaundice 

— 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Malaria  

- 

1 

■ 

- 

1 i 

1 

Tuberculosis 


There  were  5 cases  of  pulmonary  end  4 cases  of  ncn-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  notified, 

I'fe.ss  Radiography 

A mobile  x-ray  unit,  provided  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Service 
of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  continues  to  visit  the  Iferket  Place, 
Bedford  on  Thursday  each  week,  from  2,15  p.m,  to  3645  p.m.  During 
this  period  patients  sent  by  general  practitioners  can  be  x-rayed, 

7.  MTIOmL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  19A8  - Section  LI 

Section  47  of  the  National  ./nsistance  Act  provides  for  the 
removal  to  hospital  or  Part  III  accommodation  on  a Court  Order,  of 
sick  or  old  people  who  are  unable  to  look  after  themselves.  It  was 
not  found  necessary  to  use  this  legislation  for  the  compulsory  removal 
of  any  person  during  the  year, 

8,  CIEANSPJG  OF  VERMINOUS  PERSONS 

Cases  requiring  attention  are  usually  school  children  with  head 
lice  infestations  and  these  are  dealt  with  by  the  Health  Visitor  as  a 
matter  of  routine. 
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FACTORIES 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Ihctories 
Act  1961* 

P;iRT  1 OF  THE  ACT 


(a)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors)  - 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  on 
Register 
(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections 

1,2, 3,4  & 6 

are  to  be 
enforced  by 
Local 

Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i 
in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is 
enforced  by  tb 
Local  Authorit 

) 

le 

,y  101 

13 

j 

(iii)  Other  premises 
in  which  Sect! 
7 is  enforced 
the  Local 
Authority  (exc 
ding  outworker 
premises) 

on 

by 

lu- 

•s’ 

6 

" i 

TOTALS 

107 

13 

- 1 

(b)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  preraises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or 
more  ” cases”)* 


jNumber 

f 

! 

1,. 

of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in  i 
which  j 

• 

Referred 

pros^  j 
cut ions  i 

PARTICmRS 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

were  i 
insti-  j 
tuted  i 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S,l)  . 

1 

j 

Overcrowding  (S,2 ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

^ j 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(3*3)  ••••••••••••••••••• 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation (S. 4) 

- 

- 

- 

i 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

t 

floors  (S,6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Sanitary  conveniences  (So?) 5 
(a)  Insufficient  

i 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

! 

defective  .e*«*a.e 

4 

1 

- 

- ! 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

i 

i 

sexes  

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

1 

Act  (not  including 

Offences  relating  to 
j Outwork ) ...a... as 

_ 

mm 

i 

1 

1 

j 

i 

i TOTALS 

1 

4 

1 

- 

__  1 
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FACTORIES  continued 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


(c)  Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


i 

SECTION  110 

SECTION 

'7 

111  i 

Nature 

of 

work 

No,  of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  by 
Section 

110  (l)(c) 

No,  of  cases 
of  default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

No,  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No,  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  unwhole- 
some 

premises 

Notices 

searved 

Wearing 
apparel  - 
making 
etc 

10 

1 Curtains 
and 

furniture 

hangings 

9 

TOTALS  ... 

19 

- 

- 

i 

— -■ — oOo~ — 


